Here’s an 1879 auction notice stating that numerous properties belonging to the estate of Abraham Batty are up for sale. I’m not sure if Batty Street (of ‘Batty Street Lodger’ fame) and Batty St. Gardens are named directly after this Batty, Abraham, or after one of his forebears, but I expect that someone here will know (and I can guess who ( ) .
I was surprised by how many properties Abraham Batty owned- dozens of them, comprising large stretches of Batty Street, Berner Street, Christian , Sander street, and Commercial Road East. Unfortunately he doesn’t seem to have owned #40 Berner Street, site of Dutfield’s Yard, but some of his other properties are described in this auction notice as including stable yards. 
Abraham Batty is listed as the owner of #1-#19 (odd numbers) and #2-#18 (even numbers) Batty Street. The famous Lipski murder occurred at #16 Batty Street in 1887, a year before the Ripper murders, so it appears that this address belonged to Abraham Batty up to the year 1879.
Abraham owned more properties on Berner St., which runs parallel to Batty Street. In 1888 “Broad-Shouldered Man” is supposed to have manhandled Liz Stride at #40 Berner Street shortly before her murder, yelling “Lipski!” to scare off witness Israel Schwarz.
The ‘Batty Street Lodger’ is said to have lived at #22 Batty Street, which was the second house past Batty’s property at #18. 

Thanks and best regards,

Archaic

According to one of his descendants, a woman named Ann, Abraham Batty was born in 1780 and died in 1868. He was a ‘market gardener’ in Batty Street and later in the Batty Fields area of Bermondsey. 

I was wondering if anyone knows what the term “with reversion… to the rack rentals” means. It occurs towards the end of the notice. I found the following definition in Wikipedia:
Rack-rent denotes two different concepts:

1. an excessive or extortionate rent, or

2. the full rent of a property, including both land and improvements if it were subject to an immediate open-market rental review

The second definition is equivalent to the economic rent of the land plus interest on capital improvements plus depreciation and maintenance -- the normal market rent of a property—and is not inherently excessive or extortionate. Also, this may be different from the rent actually being received.

Historically, however, rack-rent has often been a term of protest used to denote an unjustly excessive rent (the word "rack" evoking the medieval torture device), usually one paid by a tenant farmer. The two conceptions of rack-rent both apply when excessive, extortionate rent is obtained by threat of eviction resulting in uncompensated dispossession of improvements the tenant himself has made. I.e., by charging rack-rent, the landowner unjustly uses his power over the land effectively to confiscate, and then to charge the tenant interest and depreciation on, the capital improvements the tenant himself has made to the land and is expected to maintain. This sense of the term is economically meaningful, and distinct from the market rent. It was commomly used in Scotland and Ireland in the 18th-19th centuries by landlords.

-------------------------------------------------------

I thought this advertisement gave an interesting peek into how entrepreneurial individuals like Batty made their fortunes by buying up large swathes of East End neighborhoods. With the increases in immigration and population the value of these properties must have soared. Batty’s family chose to sell them off, which must have been an opportunity for later entrepreneurs like John McCarthy to start buying their way in, either on their own or with the backing of a group of investors.

I’m not sure why the auction notice would be placed in the ‘Eccles. Gazette’, mixed in with ads for church organs and ----…. It makes me think that either that’s where the money was, or that Mr. Batty (or his heir) was religiously inclined.

---------------------------------------------
