Dublin May 1882

Phoenix Park Murders

Tried and eventually hung for these murders in May and June 1883 were 5 men, members of the ‘Invincibles’ (a fenian breakaway group):-

Joseph Brady

(The girlfriend of Joseph Brady was Annie Meagher)
Daniel Curley

Michael Fagan

Thomas Caffrey

Timothy Kelly

Main witness who helped convict them James Carey (a ‘friend’ who turned coat for immunity)

Another witness named Alice Carroll gave information against Joseph Brady and Timothy Kelly as the attackers of a Mr. Field (attack took place in front of her Nov 1882).

Mr. Field was himself a witness in another trial concerning some of their friends. She gave her evidence during the Phoenix Park Murder trials.
James Carey rewarded with £1000 and passage under false name (Mr. Power) to South Africa for him and his family. He was shot on board the steam ship Melrose sailing between Cape Town and Port Elizabeth by Patrick O’Donnell who was later executed for the murder. Patrick O’Donnell was believed to have been involved with the ‘Invincibles’ and had been sent on a mission to execute Carey.
Alice Carroll rewarded with £500 and the offer of a new identity. (Other witnesses who received rewards also had the chance of a new start elsewhere)
There were other awards made to witnesses but Alice Carroll is the one I have followed.

Annie Meagher hated Alice Carroll for giving her evidence. Witnesses claimed she said ‘the sun had gone from my sky and the heart has been torn from my body’ following the execution of Joseph Brady.

She was also claimed to have verbally abused Alice Carroll using words along the lines of ‘I hope someday your heart is torn from you as has mine.’

Alice Carroll had considered not mentioning what she had seen on Nov 27th if the people involved were to pay her £50. They refused so she did go to the police. She had apparently approached Joseph Brady with her offer.
After the trial Alice Carroll had a hard time in Dublin. The murder/execution of Carey had caused concern and she felt safer to stay near her ‘mam’. She was abused in the streets etc. On one occasion there was an effigy of her burnt near her home. She held on in her family home for a few years and at one point it was thought she may marry one of the policemen she had met during the trial, this came to nothing.

At the time of the trial (April 1883) she was just turning 17. She is described as having bright, golden red, hair and very pretty blue eyes *coincidence.

Alice lived with her parents, 2 brothers and 3 sisters in Lower Eccles Lane, (just of Dorset Street, Dublin *coincidence). She shopped for her ‘mam’ mainly in Hardwick Street where there was a grocery store owned by the McCarthys *coincidence and another store owned by the Hutchinsons *coincidence. She frequented both these stores.

It is known she bought some pretty dresses with her reward money.
There is nothing about her in Ireland after September 1887 when se was up before the judge for drunk and disorderly at ‘the harbour’.

Now all the ifs, well you can think of more of them yourselves than I probably have but…

If the ‘back story’ is all a load of baloney including the fancy house, France etc and allowing for the fact that somewhere Barnett was confused about how long he had known MJK it is perhaps feasible that she did give in and give herself a new ID without the help of the authorities (after all it didn’t do their star witness Carey much good!) leaving Ireland sometime around Sept 1887 and ended up in Whitechapel with the address of McCarthy’s-grocer-Dublin’s relative, McCarthy-grocer (and landlord) Whitechapel as a contact and a letter drop for her ‘mam’ to keep in touch.
The vengeance seekers who may not have been willing to do anything on their own doorstep while she was in Lower Eccles Lane, Dublin and egged on by Annie who was very bitter may then have tracked her to Whitechapel and ???

If the authorities were at least in the beginning unaware of her whereabouts and then learned she had crossed over and was in Whitechapel it could account for the search of 13 Miller’s Court by Irish police, post office reps and MP’s after the murder.

If McCarthy knew who she was and had been looking out for her in a way all the time she was there it may explain the rent arrears (though personally I am not sure there were any) and why her mail went to him instead of to her door direct.

Anyway I have got all of this together and am writing it up in the form of a novel with my own slant on it all. I would have liked to research it more fully but records for Ireland are like hen’s teeth.

I know if ifs were fishes there be no room in the river for water…………………and I know you all like to chop, chop, rip, rip yourselves and I know this is just a disjointed rigmarole but I just feel there is something in it and maybe it is time you had something new to chew on and dissect or chew up and spit out as tasteless………….

Maggyann
