BYRNES SAYS HE HASACLUE.

HE THINKES HE HAS SOLVED THE®

EAST RIVER HOTEL MURDER.

THERE ARE TWO ‘“FRENCEYS”3; HE HAS

ONE AND WANTS THE OTHER—THE

VICTIM OF THE CRIME IDENTIFIED

- e a e -

AS MRS.

_ The murder of the old woman in the East
River Hotél Thurfsday nlght is &till 58 deep a
mystery as aver. Thg besd detectives of the
city force. headed by Imnspeotor Byrnes, &re
working dike beavers to oleatrit up. Inforina-
tion as to what they are toing and what-they
have done and hope 1o peccomplish they refuse
to give. They hope to catch the inurderer,
and this hope 4 warranted by the faet
that <there is 1xeason $o believe that
he is absolutely without means. This may iave
forced him to stay in hiding in New-York. If so,
it will &lg0 ferce him ont of his hiding, and in
that event &is chance of escaping deteotion wil
be very slight. '

Those who have officially to do with the crime
éiscovered muoh yesterday that may OT may hot
prove t be of import. They might have done
more had their idea been olearer as vo the per-
sonal appearance of the murderer Noblody
has been found who saw him except Mary .

Miniter. the housekeeper at the East River
Hotel, who showed the murderer and fis com-
panion. to the room where she was killed, and
tlhie cannot déseribe him in detail, though she
SAYS that she could identify him positively at a
glance. On the stwrength of her description the
following general order was sent out yesterday .
at daybreak: ;
General Alarm !—Arrest 9 man § fest 9inches high,
about thirty-ons years old, 1ight hair and mes e; ¢
speaks broken English. ‘Wanted for murder. :
THOMAS BYRNES, Acting Superintendent.

The most important clne that came o the po-
lire yesterday wus from the Glenmore Hotel. a
Chatham Ggg.&re cheap lodging house. The
morning of the muarder, aboud three hours after
the murderer .and his vicrin Went to to their
room In the East River Hotel, a man went the |
Glepmore and asked for argom. XKelly, the night -
clerk of the honse. poticed that the man's hands, |
Tace. and clothing Were smeared with blood. The :
fellow spoke with a pronounced Gerwan acoent
XKelly describes this man s abpoul five feet nine
inahesin beight, light complexion,long nose, and |
light mustache. He says that he wore a shabby |
cutaway costand ashaboy old derby hat. He had ;
N0 mouey to Sgy for a room, and therefore was |
Dot permified 10 Temain. The Glenmors is not !
more than fHve minutes in a siraight line from
rhe sceie of the murder. The murderer and .
his victim at the East River Hotel went:
to their room at 11 P.. M, It was j
more than two and less than thres hours after-
ward that the bloody man went o the Glen-
more. Where he went next is a problem. With-
out money it is hard to ses how he can long
escape the law.

Night Clerk Kelly has been closely questipned
in regard to this call of the man with blood on
his bands and clothing. Keliy says that the
man Wwas very nervous and agiteted. ** Hig hat
wa3d pulled down gver his eyes,” Kelly ex-
glained, ‘and he acted queer. He asked me i?
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roken English if 1 could give him a room fo
the night., At the time is right hand
reated on my desk and I noriced it was
all bloody. I noticed it looked as though he had
tried to wipe the blood off; but it was smeared
all over. There were also two bliotoches of blood
on his right cheek, as though he bad put ihe
bloody hand to his face. There was also blood
ou his right coat rleeve and i was spattered on
lﬁis collar., Altogether the feliow looked wery

ad.

“1 asked bim what priced room he wanted.
He answered nervously that he wanted me to
give him a room as he did nothave acent. Itold
him that I eould}jnot give hiin 8 room as the
bouse was full. He turned to go away, but
instead of going down the stairs 10 the
street he started for the washroom. I came
out from behind my desk and told him
we only allowed the guesta of the honse the use
of that room. He turped then without 4 word
and went down into the street. Ag he did so 1
turned to Tiernan, our night ' watchmsap, who
was in the oftice 2t the time, and said: * That
g:aéx; lo?ka as though he had murdered some-
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Kelly tells his story in a straightforward <way,
and the detectives place great credence in it.
His dascription of the blood-stained man who
asked him for a room taliles so olosely with
Mary Miniter's description of the- man who
took the murdered woman into Room 31 of the
East River Hotel that there does not seem to he
very miuch doubt that they were one and the
same. ‘

Berore daylight yesterday tha police had
taken a dozen prisoneras o the Osk Street
Station. -Some were dilschargzed; bdbut five
women and two men were held. Capt. O'Connor
gaid that they were locked up as witnesses only.
He says that the Erlsoner George Franols, alias
* Frenchy,” who was arreated Friday
evening, s only held, because he knew
the m red woman well and ocould give
valuable irformation regarding her life and as-
soclates. **Frenchy” has the reputation of
being a very bad man., He was brought face to
face with Mary Miniter, the only person who
saw the murderer, 1o Capt. O’Connor's room
yesterday. For what purpose Capt O’Connor
refused to say. Itocould hardiy have been with |
an idea that she would identify him as the man
who occupied Room 31 on the night of the
crime, for ** Frepohy’ was well Kknown to0 her as
a regular habitué of the East River Hotel, and
he i8 a dark-skinned man, an Algerian by birth.

Adolph Kallenberg, the German who was ar-
rest-d on suspicion by the police of the Eiiza-
beth Street station, who found him hanging
around the Bowery at 1 o’clock yesterday morn-
ing, was taken to the Oak Street station. There
Mary Miniter asald he was not the murderer, 50
he was diacharged.

8o far as is known none of the prisoners whom
Capt. O’Connor is holding is even suspected of
having committed the crime. They are merely
women of the same character g8 the murdered
woman, WwWho are EKnown to have asso-
ciated with her. They were arrested in
the dives that s8he used to Ifreguent.
There 18 a prisoner at Police lead-
quarters, however, about whom there is more
mystery. Bhortly after 4 o’clock yesterday after-
noon, Capt. Reilly of the Ninetesnth Precinct,
accompanied by Detective Rayes, took a hand-
cuffed man to Headquarters. From s brief
glimpse that conld b got of hiin ashe washustied
into Inspector Byrnes’'s office, he was a man
who corresponded with the murderer, as Mary
Miniter desoribed him. Inspector Byrnes, how-
ever, said Hatly that this prisoner was nota
figure in the East River Hotel murder.

The police are trying to find a man named
Isaas Perriger. In Ridge Street, near Brooms,
there is8 a lodging house run by the 8eventh
Presbyterian Chureh. Its Superintendent is J.
A. McEachron. Thursday afternoon, the day of
the murder, at 3 o’clock, 2 man went there and
registered as Isaac Perringer, and paid 35 cents
to occupy Room 53. He left particular or-
ders that he wanted to be called at 9:30 P. M.
and told some of the lodgers that he was going
1o meet 3 woman atthathooar. He was called and
left the hnuse at 9:30 o’clock. The police learn
that this man Perringer was seen later Thursday
night drinking in a ‘““dive"” with the murdered
woman. While bhe was drinking with her s
man, supposed to be the murderer, came in and
called her away. 8he went out with him and
did not return. Perringer is said to be a sailor
and a very bad eharacter. Detective MoNaugh-
ton was looiing for him last night.

There seéems to be no gertalnty as to whom
thie murdered woman wasa. When her hody was
found Mary Miniter and others said that she
was Carrie Brown, or Bean. bnt better known
to her associates as ‘‘Shakespesare.” Her
fdentity is probably of little importance. Bug
the victim, whoever she may be, does not
appear to be ¢*Ehakespeare.” The woman
Enown by that name is celebrated among the
“dives.” For ten yvears'the police bave known
her well. She was once the wife of a well-to-do
man, in comfortable ciroumstances. 8he was 3
highly-educated woman and something of a
writer. Drink was her rnin. She got her nick-
name through her habit of standing in her cell
when arrested and guoting passage after pas-
sage of the works of 8hakespeare.

This *¥haracter ¢‘ Bhakespeare'” was seen
drinking in ®ullivan's saloon, at Chrystie and
Hester Streets, at midnight Friday, twenty-tour
hours after the murder. At least Sullivan says
. 60, and some hangers-on abont his place agree
| with himn. At 1 o'clock it I8 said she
. left the place drunk, and hurled Riche-
lieu's gurse upon the heads of some druynken
men who annoyed her. An eXx policeman
of the Oak Btreet station named Courtlander,
who knew '* 8hakespeare’ well, hes looked at
the body of the murdered woman and says that
it is not that of ** EhaXespeare.” Hesays that he
has seen the woman who was murdered around
the ** dives’ for years, but he does not kxnow her
name.

Despite the borrible murder that had Dbeen
committed within its walls, the East River
Hotel did a rushing business yesterday. The
door of the room in which the o0ld woman was
butohered was wide (g)en all day, and many
curious persons gratified their morbid taste LY
going up and peeringhin. One of the old wo-
man’s shoes, which she had used to pro up the
window, was gtill in its place. The blood-soaked
matiress and filthy bed clothes were scattered
about. .

Looking about the premisesa one cannot help
wondering how the murderer could have accom-
plished his work without disturbing the occu-

pants of the other rooms adjoiningz theq one in
which he had his vietim. Nothing except pine
boards divide these apologles for rooms. That !
the murderer was able to 8t out of

the house after committing his crime’is |
not surprising. At the end of the little

ballway ranning by his room was an iron .
ladder, ruupning fo a scuttie opening on the roo?,

He could bhave gone through tioe souttle and

then onto a neighboring roof. Or, if his bloody

work was tinished before 1 o'clock, or two houra

after he went to the room, he could have gone

down the stalrs and out through the private

drinking room without atiracting any attention.

This is probably what e did do.

Inspactor Byrnes refuses to say whether in
his opinfon the old woman was killed by the
genuine * Jack the Ripper” or not. The general
opinion of the otficera who are working on the
caso is that the murderer for whom they are

looking is not the real “Jack the Ripper,” but
someg weak-minded rutian who has read of the
deeds of the Whitechapel’'s terror and at-

tempted to do =as he did. *<Jack the
Ripper” proper never did such a bung-
ling job a8 ¢this. In every imstance he

cut his victim’s threat from ear to ear
before atarting to mutilate them and he always
carrvied away portions of the body. This mur-
derer did neither of these things. ‘1The real
‘* Jack the Ripper’ has always disemboweled
his victims with what migzht be spoken of as
** neatness and dispatch.” This murderer was
a8 olumsy as possible. From the appearancs of
the body his only ohject was to mutilate it wher-
ever his knife struck. It would take a serles of
such crimes to establish the fget that the Lon-
don ** sack the Ripyper” is in New-York.

The autopsy held on the old woman's body
vesterday by Deputy Coroner Jenkins was &
four hours' task. He concluded that the wo-
man was between sgixty and sixty-five years
old. The condition of the lower part of
the trunk of the body ocannot bLe de-
scribed. Thers were cuts and stab wounds
all over 1it. - Dr. Jenkins’s opinion was
that the murderer had tried entirely to cut out
his victim’s abdomen, but that his fury and ber
struggles prevented bim. There were two cuts
that penetrated for several inches into the ab-
dominal cavity which would have caused death.

There were evidences of strangulation about
the throat, and blood from the left ear 1indicated
that she had been struck on the head. Col
Volium, Presidéut of the PUnited States Roard of
Army Medical Examiners, was at the autopsy.
He said that in his opinion the murderer
had clutched the woman by tbe throat and
when she was half dead had begun to 8lash her
with the knife. He thonght that there was a
struggle while the butchery was in progress.
When Dr. Jenkins had tinished his work he sald

that he thonght death was caused by a combi- -

nagion of aaphyxia
from hemorrhage.

Tha Broc}klyn police have joined with the
New-York fo

and weakness resulting

rce in trying to catch the murderer. .

Inspsotor Byrnes visited Brooklyn Headguear-
ters yesterday morning and had a consultation -
with Buperintendent Campbell and Commis- |
sioner Hayden. A general order was sent out
similar to thatv issued to the New-York force. '

Detective Kearney of the Second Precinet wwas
the firsat man to maké an arrest under thias
order. He took into custody Frederick Strube

of 88 Fulton Street, and Deteotlve North of In-’

spector Byrnes'’s statf and Mary Miniter, who
88w the murderer, were sent for. The woman
could not identify Strube, and later he wasa dis-
charged.

LaTer.—Late last night Inspector Byrnes and
Capt. McLauoghlin went to the Oak Street sta-
tion and were closeted in Capt. O’Connor’s pri-
vate room. They called the prisoner, George
Franecis, or * Frenchy,” u‘}f\, and for 8 half
hour questioned him. hen, with great
formality, they told the reporters to en-
ter. Capt. McLaughlin had In his hand s
long, type-written statement, which, under In-
spector Byrnes's directions, he began to read.
It was in the main merely a history of the oase,
detatling those facts already made public.
Finally, boweaver, it began to tell a story that
was to the point. _

George Franois, or “ Frenchy,”” the prisoner
now Iin custody, has a cousin also known asg
* Frenchy.”” The real name of this cousin
Byrnes profgsses not to know. Both* Frenchys”

have a reputation among the dives as raf- |

filana of the worst character.

They were
always in the company ot

the old hags

who haunt the water front. Both of the -

Inen were seen around the dives the night of
the murder. The * Frenchy’ under arrest was
with an old woman known as Mary Ann Lopeaz.
The cousin * Frenchy"” was seen with the mur-
dered woman. He has disappeared, and the
“ Frenchy’ under arrest refuses to say where

heisor to talk about bim in any way. Byrnes, !

however, sauys that he will have no ditioculty
in tracing him and he telioves that when he
gets this man he will have the murderer. He
says that he has not arrested him yet, but the
fact that he has made public the faets here
stated contradicts that, for Byrnes is not in the
habit of talking about a mnan whom he desires
to cateh ior committing a crime,

The statement read by Capt. MoeLaughlin
also cleared up the identity of the murdered
woman. BSheisa Mrs. Jumes Brown. Awong
her dissolute companions she was known as
“* Joff Davis,”” because of her persistency in
arguing for the * lost cause,’” and as * Shake-
speare.’”” This last name, however, was seidom
given her. It was the common nume of a wo-
man, already referred to, who was sent to Black-
well’'s Island only yesterday. :

The murdered woman was married twenty-tive
years ago to Capt. James Brown of Salem,
Mass. She had two daughters. The Cap-
tailn died, leaving her a esmall fortune.
Fifteen years ago she came to New-York
S8he +was addieted then to liquor. She
was sent to several fnstitutions in this city in
the hope of reforming her, her bills at those
places beilng paid by a relative named Lawson,
living in 2alem. IFinally she fell into the hands
of the police, and for the last ten yvears has
been a common drunkard. 8he was discharged
from the Island only five days before she was
murdered ‘

Ehe New JJork Eimes
Published: April 26, 1891
Copyright © The New York Times




